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Act. They will be notified by the Sec-
retary of their entitlement as expedi-
tiously as possible.

(b) Where subsurface rights are not
available to the eligible regional cor-
porations in lands whose surface has
been conveyed under section 14 of the
Act, the regional corporations may se-
lect an equal subsurface acreage from
lands withdrawn under sections 11(a)
(1) and (3) of the Act, within the region,
if possible.

(c) As appropriate, the regional cor-
porations will receive title to the sub-
surface estate of lands, the surface es-
tate of which is conveyed pursuant to
section 14 of the Act.

(d) If a 13th regional corporation is
organized under section 7(c) of the Act,
it will not be entitled to any grant of
lands.

§2652.2 Selection period.

All regional corporations must file
their selection applications not later
than December 18, 1975, for lands other
than those allocated under section
14(h)(8) of the Act.

§2652.3 Selection limitations.

(a) To the extent necessary to obtain
its entitlement, each regional corpora-
tion must select all available lands
withdrawn  pursuant to  sections
11(a)(1)(B) and (C) of the Act, before se-
lecting lands withdrawn pursuant to
section 11(a)(3) of the Act, except that
regional corporations selecting lands
withdrawn pursuant to sections 11(a)(1)
(B) and (C) may select only even-num-
bered townships in even-numbered
ranges and only odd-numbered town-
ships in odd-numbered ranges.

(b) Village corporation selections
within section 11(a)(1) and section
11(a)(3) areas shall be given priority
over regional corporation selections for
the same lands.

(c) Whenever a regional selection is
made in any township, the regional
corporation shall select all available
lands in that township: Provided, That
such selection would not exceed the en-
titlement of that regional corporation.

(d) Subsurface selections made by a
regional corporation pursuant to sec-
tion 12(a) of the Act shall be contig-
uous and the total area selected shall
be reasonably compact, except as sepa-
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rated by subsurface interests that are
not the property of the United States
including subsurface interests under
bodies of water, and the selection shall
be in whole sections where they are
available, or shall include all available
subsurface interests in less than whole
sections and, wherever feasible, shall
be in units of not less than 1,280 acres.
The total area selected shall not be
considered to be reasonably compact if
(1) it excludes other subsurface inter-
ests available for selection within its
exterior boundaries; or (2) an isolated
tract of subsurface interests owned by
the United States of less than 1,280
acres remains after selection.

(e) Regional corporations are not re-
quired to select lands  within
unpatented mining claims or millsites,
as provided in §2651.4(e) of this chapter.

(f) Regional corporations may file ap-
plications in excess of their total enti-
tlement. To insure that a regional cor-
poration acquires its selections in the
order of its priorities, it should iden-
tify its choices numerically in the
order it wishes them granted.

§2652.4 Conveyance reservations.

In addition to the conveyance res-
ervations in §2650.4 of this chapter,
conveyances issued to regional cor-
porations for the subsurface estate of
lands whose surface has been conveyed
to village corporations shall provide
that the right to explore, develop, or
remove minerals from the subsurface
estate in the lands within the bound-
aries of any Native village shall be sub-
ject to the consent of the village cor-
poration.

Subpart 2653—Miscellaneous
Selections

§2653.0-3 Authority.

Section 14(h) of the Act requires the
Secretary to withdraw and to convey 2
million acres of unreserved and unap-
propriated public lands located outside
the areas withdrawn by sections 11 and
16 of the Act. The Secretary will con-
vey the land in part as follows:

(a) Title to existing cemetery sites
and historical places to the regional
corporations for the regions in which
the lands are located;
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(b) Title to the surface estate to any
Native group that qualifies pursuant to
this subpart 2653;

(c) Title to the surface estate of lands
to the Natives residing in each of the
cities of Sitka, Kenai, Juneau, and Ko-
diak, who have incorporated;

(d) Title to the surface estate of land
to a Native as a primary place of resi-
dence.

(e) Title to the regional corporations
for lands selected, if any remain, pur-
suant to section 14(h)(8) of the Act; and

(f) Title to the subsurface estate to
the regional corporations of lands con-
veyed under paragraphs (b) and (d) of
this section and title to the regional
corporations to the subsurface estate
to those lands not located in a Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge under paragraph
(c) of this section.

[38 FR 14218, May 30, 1973, as amended at 41
FR 14737, Apr. 7, 1976]

§2653.0-5 Definitions.

(a) Cemetery site means a burial
ground consisting of the gravesites of
one or more Natives.

(b) Historical place means a distin-
guishable tract of land or area upon
which occurred a significant Native
historical event, which is importantly
associated with Native historical or
cultural events or persons, or which
was subject to sustained historical Na-
tive activity, but sustained Native his-
torical activity shall not include hunt-
ing, fishing, berry-picking, wood gath-
ering, or reindeer husbandry. However,
such uses may be considered in the
evaluation of the sustained Native his-
torical activity associated with the
tract or area.

(c) Native group means any tribe,
band, clan, village, community or vil-
lage association of Natives composed of
less than 25, but more than 3 Natives,
who comprise a majority of the resi-
dents of a locality and who have incor-
porated under the laws of the State of
Alaska.

(d) Primary place of residence means a
place comprising a primary place of
residence of an applicant on August 31,
1971, at which he regularly resides on a
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permanent or seasonal basis for a sub-
stantial period of time.

[38 FR 14218, May 30, 1973, as amended at 41
FR 14737, Apr. 7, 1976]

§2653.1 Conveyance limitations.

(a) Under section 14(h) of the Act, a
total of 2 million acres may be selected
for cemetery sites and historical
places, Native groups, corporations
formed by the Native residents of
Sitka, Kenai, Juneau, and Kodiak, for
primary places of residence, and for
Native allotments approved as provided
in section 18 of the Act. Selections
must be made before July 1, 1976. Of
this total amount:

(1) 500,000 acres will be set aside to be
used by the Secretary to satisfy appli-
cations filed pursuant to section 14(h)
(1), (2), and (5) of the Act. The 500,000
acres will be allocated by: (i) Dividing
200,000 acres among the regions based
on the number of Natives enrolled in
each region; and, (ii) dividing 300,000
acres equally among the regions;

(2) 92,160 acres will be set aside for
possible allocation by the Secretary to
corporations formed by the Natives re-
siding in Sitka, Kenai, Juneau, and Ko-
diak;

(3) 400,000 acres will be set aside to be
used by the Secretary to satisfy Native
allotment applications approved prior
to December 18, 1975, under the Act of
May 17, 1906 (34 Stat. 197), the Act of
February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 389), as
amended and supplemented, and the
Act of June 25, 1910 (36 Stat. 863). Any
Native allotment applications pending
before the Bureau of Indian Affairs or
the Bureau of Land Management on
December 18, 1971, will be considered as
pending before the Department. Those al-
lotment applications which have been
determined to meet the requirements
of the acts cited herein and for which
survey has been requested before De-
cember 18, 1975, shall be considered ap-
proved under section 14(h)(6) of the Act
and shall be charged against the acre-
age.

(b) After subtracting the number of
acres used in accordance with para-
graph (a) of this section from 2 million
acres, the remainder will, after July 1,
1976, be reallocated by the Secretary
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